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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

2 MAR 1993
IN REPLY REFER TO:

7330-7/l700A3

Honorable Butler Derrick
U.S. House of Representatives
221 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Derrick:

RECEIVED

INAR ::5 1993

This is in reply to your letter of February 11, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your s:vera: of your constituents-~ardingthe Notice of P:opose~
Rule Making (Not1ce) 1n PR Docket N~:~2-235; 57 FR 54034 (1992). Th1s Not1ce
proposes comprehensive changes to tfie Commisston's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RiC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' conerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point>-of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your constituents' letters will be
included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final rules to be issued
in 1994.

Sincerely,

<L:'-fJt.....Jt .0. J, ;;
~~ichard J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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DISTRICT OFFICES:

POST OffiCE Box 4126
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(803) 224-7401

BARBARA GAINES

DISTRICT MANAGER

5 fEDERAL BUILDING
211 YORK STREET, NE.

AIKEN, SC 29801
(803) 649-5571

129 fEDERAL BUILDING
120 MAIN STREET

GREENWOOD, SC 29646
(803) 223--8251

Mr. Terry Haynes, Chief of Staff
Congressional Liaison
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Haynes:

1-800-242-6059

I have attached for your review copies of letters I have
received from some constituents of mine. As you will note, these
gentlemen are concerned about a FCC proposed rule (PR Docket 92
235) to reassign certain radio frequencies. These men contend
that a change in frequency would impact their hobby of radio
controlled model aircraft.

Please review these concerns and associate these comments
with the other public comments you have received. Thank you for
your attention to this matter.

With kindest regards,

D/wi
Enclosures



I am a retired Air Force Chaplain and Baptist Minister and
spend time.in volunteer work but I also have a hobby that helps
me utilize skills and have enjoyment from building and flying
Radio-Controlled Model aircraft. We have several in the ,Walhalla
area that are interested in Radio Control models.

We have 6-8 pieces of radio equipment that would be unusable
if this frequency assignment is adopted. I understand it is on
the PR Docket 92-235. This would put more powerful radio
frequencies in the same range as ours and would, in may cases
make our equipment unusable. Please help us guard against the
frequency change.

The Federal Communications Commission <FCC) has proposed
changes in certain frequencies. Our radio control frequencies
are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio
control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the
land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

January 28, 1993

c '..
\ l

The Honorable Butler Derrick
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Congressman Derrick,

The models I build weigh 8-10 lbs and operate in the range
125-150 m.p.h. If the frequencies were changed and someone would
come up with "mobile" unit while we are flying, it could be a
serious hazard. Please help us prevent any frequency changes
that will affect Model Aviation.

Please be advised that I realize how difficult your job is.
Early each morning in my prayer time, I remember you by name and
pray that Our Lord will give you wisdom as you serve in such a
vital place of responsibility.

erely,

/~/
John E. Dent, Sr.
205 Timberline Ridge
Walhalla, SC 29691
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The Honorable Butler Derrick
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Derrick,

I derive many hours of enjoyment from constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes. I have been interested
in aviation for as long as I can remember. I am very active in a
local club (Greenville, SC) whose members also enjoy constructing
and operating radio controlled model airplanes. We have a very
large model aircraft fly-in in May of every year. Last year we had
approximately 300 large scale (wing span 80" or greater) aircraft
at our event and approximately 325 pilots.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission. The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model aircraft, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders
and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as
proposed by the FCC" the remaining frequencies will become
congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up
to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 to 40 pounds. The model
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
"if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests
where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our
full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.
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I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the

operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment
in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal for the 72-76 MHz
band. We need. .H1 your help urgently because the FCC has a
deadline of Febii!Bary 26, 1993 after which it may become more
difficult to halt these proposals.

Sincerely,

RJ:=Wf--- ~.
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The Honorable Butler A. Derrick
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC. 20515

Dear Mr. Derrick:

I have been interested in model aviation for many years, and
am very active in a local club whose members participate and
enjoy constructing and operating model airplanes. These club
functions do provide considerable revenue to hobby shops and
other businesses in this area.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is £R Docket iZ-~ If adopted, the
new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model air
planes.

Our radio controlled frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other:-

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will be
moved closer to the radio control frequencies and certainly
cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the fifty (50) frequencies that are presently avail
able for radio control ,of model airplanes, only nineteen (19)
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and the
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of radio

. control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be great
ly diminished.
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Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans
up to ten (10) feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The
models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the
point, ~~ capable Q1 causing property damage, serious
iniury, QL~ death ii radio interference causes ~ opera
12L 1Q~ control of ~ aircraft. We often fly our models
at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. NE·liEEU EULL ll£E Q[ QllR CURRENTLY ASSIGNED EULL
COMPLIMENT QE RADIO FREQUENCIES ~ ORDER IQ ASSURE A SAlE ANn
ENJOYABLE FLYING ENVIRONMENT.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of the land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
are as important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio equip
ment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands
of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry as well as
the local hobby shop businesses.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime
by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the
72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

~

ZUJ7 !9/\/N/)NI)1} U ))R..

;JAJi)ett>d~ 5(', 'Z9'6'l-1


